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The Environment Agency is the strongest environmental regulator in Europe. It is

currently under-going fundamental restructuring so that it can better deliver

environmental improvement and engage more effectively with its stakeholders. This

restructuring will also allow it to become more consistent and more risk-based in its

regulation, targeting effort and resources at the most difficult issues.

As part of this risk based approach to protecting the environment an example is

given where the Agency, in conjunction with the trade organisation, Quarry Products

Association, produced a good practice guidance note on the use of blastfurnace slag

as a secondary aggregate. The content of the note and the history of its production is

discussed.

The paper concludes with a brief look at the future of environmental regulation and,

in particular, the coming of the Water Framework Directive. It concentrates of what

this will mean for both the Agency and those it regulates.
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