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In France, in order to speak about granulated and pelletized blast furnace slags, the
best way seems to take the example of the SOLLAC integrated plant situated in Fos-
sur-Mer, because it is the only area where you can find pelletized blast furnace slag

(and also granulated one).

In Fos, 85% of the blast furnace slag is vitrified, to become hydraulic reactive
material. This vitrification is obtained by two different process : one of them, very
well-known, is granulation and takes place on the blast furnace n°1. But on the blast

furnace n°2, slag is pelletized.

The originality of this process, first used in Canada 30 years ago, and used on the
blast furnace n°2 since the beginning of the production in Fos in the mid-seventies, is
to cool the slag, obtaining the necessary quenching that provokes the vitrification, as
well by water as by air. The main goal was to save energy and water consumptions,
but it is also important to keep in mind that the pelletizing area is completely confined

in a building, avoiding any emission of noise and particles outside.

At first, a moderate watering is needed, and then slag fells on a drum that separates
the flow in a multitude of small slag drops which are propelled through the air,

provoking a fast cooling-down and vitrification.

After some improvements, during the last two years, in the water spreading and in
the control of the slag particles trajectory in the air, SOLLAC reached its goal : to
have a very similar quality as well in the granulated as in the pelletized products. For

instance, the glass content of both of them are now very close, always over 80%.
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